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FRANCE REVOLUTION  

Question 1. 

What was the role of Jacobins during the French Revolution? 

Or 

Explain the role of Jacobins in the French Revolution. 

Answer: 

(i) Middle Class: The members of the Jacobins club belonged mainly to the less 

prosperous sections of society. They included small shopkeepers, artisans such as 

shoemakers, pastry cooks, watch-makers, printers, as well as servants and daily-

wage workers. Their leader was Maximilian Robespierre. 

(ii) Different Clothes: A large group among the Jacobins decided to start wearing 

long striped trousers similar to those worn by dock workers. This was to set 

themselves apart from the fashionable sections of society, especially nobles, who 

wore knees breeches. It was a way of proclaiming the end of the power wielded 

by the wearers of knee breeches. These Jacobins came to be known as the 

sansculottes, literally meaning — those without knee breeches. Sansculottes 

men wore in addition the red cap that symbolised liberty. 

(iii) Carrying the Revolution: They were the people who believed that the 

revolution had to be carried further, as the Constitution of 1791 gave political 

rights only to the richer sections of society. 

(iv) Storming the King’s Palace: In the summer of 1792 the Jacobins planned an 

insurrection of a large number of Parisians who were angered by the short 

supplies and high prices of food. On the morning of August 10 they stormed the 

Palace of the Tuileries, massacred the king’s guards and held the king himself as 
 



 hostage for several hours. Later the Assembly voted to imprison the royal family. 

(v) France became a Republic: Elections were held. From now on all men of 21 

years and above, regardless of wealth, got the right to vote. The newly elected 

assembly was called the Convention. On 21 September, 1792 it abolished the 

monarchy and declared France a republic. 

Question 2. 

How was slavery abolished in France? 

Answer: 

• One of the most revolutionary social reforms of the Jacobin regime was the 

abolition of slavery in the French colonies. 

• Throughout the eighteenth century there was little criticism of slavery in 

France. The National Assembly held long debates about whether the rights 

of man should be extended to all French subjects including those in the 

colonies. But it did not pass any laws, fearing opposition from businessmen 

whose incomes depended on the slave trade. 

• It was finally the Convention which in 1794 legislated to free all slaves in 

the French overseas possessions. 

• This, however, turned out to be a shorterm measure : ten years later, 

Napoleon reintroduced slavery. 

• Plantation owners understood their freedom as including the right to 

enslave African Negroes in pursuit of their economic interests. Slavery was 

finally abolished in French colonies in 1848. 
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